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Beginning Tasks and Initial Tasks 

Beginning A Level courses can be both exciting and daunting. To support your transition from Year 11 into 
the Sixth Form you will complete a range of tasks. These are designed to help you become more 
independent in your learning and to develop the skills needed for A Level History. The tasks are 
compulsory and you will be given feedback from your teachers. 

We would also strongly advise you to bring an A4 ring binder, A4 lined paper and stationery to your first 
lesson. 

Good Luck! 

Beginning Tasks Outcome: Completion date: 

A What is the difference between Communism and 
Capitalism? 

Create a PowerPoint in your own words explaining the 
ideologies of Communism and Capitalism. It should be no 
more than 6 slides. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMYcLVDAeD4 

To develop an 
understanding of political 
ideology. 

To gain a sense of the 
relationship between east 
and west at the time of the 
Cold War. 

B Part 1: Complete the Cold War Introductory Activity Pack 

Part 2: Complete the GDR and USSR Timeline Questions 

Part 3: Watch a Cold War/Russia film e.g. Goodbye Lenin, 
The Lives of Others, Deutschland 83 or 86, Empire of the 
Tsars- Romanovs episode 3. Produce 1 side film review. 

To develop an 
understanding of the 
origins and early crises of 
the Cold War. 

To analyse the timeline of 
the GDR and USSR. 
To assess the fortunes of 
the GDR and USSR. 

Beginning Tasks Outcome: Completion date: 
1 Flipped Learning: Reading to Prepare for a Discussion 

Lesson – GDR/USSR 
Students read widely at 
home to participate in 
discussion. 

2 20 Mark Essay Question: How accurate is it to say that the 
permanent division of Germany into the FRG and GDR in 
1949 was inevitable?  [20] 

20 Mark Essay 

3 20 Mark Source Analysis Task: The June 1953 Revolt 20 Mark Question 

4 20 Mark Secondary Extract task – assessments of Lenin 20 mark question based on 
Section C of Paper 1 

5 Spoken Presentation – USSR Focus – Who was the most 
important leader of the USSR - based on achievements, 
limitations and legacies 

Students present 4-6 slide 
choice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMYcLVDAeD4


B: PART 1 Cold War Introductory Activity Pack 

Complete the ‘Now Try this Questions’ on each page. 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 

 



 
 



 

 

 



 

B: PART 2 Fortunes of the USSR and the GDR 
Complete the Questions highlighted in yellow. 

 

Russia, 1917–91 and the German Democratic Republic, 1949–90 

 

Germany (from 1949–90 the GDR)  World  Russia 

1871 Unification of Germany 

 

1871   

1871–1918: German Reich (German Empire) 

 

1. Who was leader of Germany at the outbreak 

of WW1? 

   

1914 Start of First World War    

1917  February revolution 2. Who was overthrown in Feb 1917? 

Abdication of Tsar 
Return of Lenin: April Theses  3. What did Lenin promise in his Theses? 

Provisional government set up 

 

October: Bolshevik seizure of power 

Constituent Assembly Elections 

Cheka founded 

1918 End of First World War Bolsheviks disbanded Constituent 

Assembly 

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 

1918–20: Russian 

Civil War  

4.Who was on 
each side? 

1918–20: Allied 

intervention 

1918–21: 

War Communism 

 

1919–33: Weimar Republic 

 

5. List 5 features of the Weimar Republic. 

1919   

1920   

1921  Kronstadt Rebellion 

Tenth Party Congress – ban on 

factions 

1921–22: Famine 

 1921–28:  

New Economic 

Policy 

 

6. What was the 
New Economic 

Policy? 

1922  Cheka renamed as GPU 

Stalin became General Secretary of 

the Central Committee  
USSR established 

1923  ‘Scissors Crisis’  

1924  Lenin’s death 

USSR constitution agreed 

 

1925    

1926  Attacks began on Stalin’s political 

opponents 

 

1927  Grain shortages 

Fifteenth Party Congress decided on 
industrialisation 

 



Germany (from 1949–90 the GDR)  World  Russia 

1928  Grain requisitioning introduced. 
Shakhty trial 

 1928–32: First 
Five Year Plan, 

focused on heavy 

industry 

 

8. What are five 

year plans? 

1929 Wall Street Crash Defeat of the Right Opposition Collectivisation of 

agriculture began 

1930  1930–31: First show trials took place 

7 What are show trials? 

 

1931   

1932   
1932–33: The 

Holodomor: severe 

famine in the 

Ukraine. 

 

1933   1933–37: Second 

Five Year Plan 

1933–45 Third Reich (Nazi Germany) 

 

9. List 5 features of the Third Reich 
1934  Assassination of Kirov 

Seventeenth Party Congress  
Congress of Writers adopted 

principles of ‘socialist realism’ 

1934–38: Purges 

 
 

1935  Comintern adopted ‘popular front’ 

policy of cooperating with socialists 

abroad 

1936  New constitution 

Trial of the Sixteen 

Yezhov replaced Yagoda as head of 

NKVD 

1937  Red Army purged 

Trial of the Seventeen 

1937–38: 

The Yezhovshchina 

1938  Trial of the Twenty One  

Beria replaced Yezhov as head of 

NKVD 

 

1939 Start of the Second World 

War 

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 

10. What is the Molotov-

Ribbentrop Pact 

 Only 16 of the 71 

1934 Central 

Committee 

members were 
still alive 

1940  USSR annexed Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania 

Trotsky assassinated in Mexico 

 

1941  Germany invaded Soviet Union  1941–44: 

Siege of Leningrad 1942   1942–33: Battle of 

Stalingrad 1943   

1944    

1945 Yalta Conference 
End of Second World War 

   

Division of Germany into four occupation zones 

11. Who controlled each zone? 

Potsdam Conference 

 

 

Creation of SED  

12. Who are the SED? 

1946  Zhdanov launched attacks on cultural 

dissent 

  



Germany (from 1949–90 the GDR)  World  Russia 

 1947 Truman Doctrine and 
Marshall Plan 

   

Berlin Blockade 1948     

End of Berlin Blockade 

Creation of GDR 

1949 NATO formed COMECON formed 

Leningrad Party purged 

  

GDR joined COMECON 13. What is Comecon? 

Stasi (Ministry for State Security) formed 

14. What role did the Stasi play in the GDR? 

1950     

People’s Police increased to 50,000 1951-55: First 

Five-Year Plan 

1951     

‘Stalin Note’ proposing a reunified and 
neutral Germany 

15. What does Stalin’s note tell us 

about his intentions regarding 

Germany? 

Collectivisation of agriculture began 

SED announced the ‘building of 

socialism’ in the GDR 

Five Länder replaced with 14 districts 

First elections to the GDR parliament 

1952  Party renamed the Communist  Party 
of the Soviet Union (CPSU) 

  

The rising of June 1953 was 
suppressed by force 16. Who was 

rebelling and why? 

1953  Death of Stalin and succession of 
Beria  

  

Jugendweihe (secular youth ceremony, 

like confirmation) introduced as part of 

SED campaign against the churches 

1954    1954–60: Virgin 

Lands Scheme  

Warsaw Pact founded, with the GDR as 

a member 17. List 3 features of the 

Warsaw Pact 

1955  Khrushchev comes to power  

Warsaw Pact 

 

National People’s Army (NVA) founded  
Ulbricht made concessions to head off 

threats to his position following 

Khrushchev’s secret speech 

1956–60: 
Second Five-

Year Plan 

1956 1956: Hungarian revolution Khrushchev’s Secret Speech to the 
Twentieth Party Congress 

18. What was the contents of the 

secret speech? 

 

Erich Mielke became head of the Stasi 

(until 1989) 

First Trabant P50 produced 19. What 

is a trabant? 

1957  Khrushchev survived attempt of 

‘anti-party group’ to depose him 

 

Khrushchev issued ultimatum over 

Berlin 
Fifth SED Party conference  

1958    

Seven-Year Plan begun (to 1965) 1959    

Pace of collectivisation increased  

President Wilhelm Pieck died and was 

replaced by the Council of State (a 

collective head of state) 

1960 U2 spy plane shot down   



Germany (from 1949–90 the GDR)  World  Russia 

Berlin Wall erected 
20. Find five interesting Berlin Wall statistics 

1961  Yuri Gagarin was the first man in 
space 

Twenty-second Party Congress 

initiates further phase of de-

Stalinisation 

  

Compulsory conscription 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis    

New Economic System introduced 

Günter Mittag appointed Head of the Office for Economic 

Planning 

1963     

Alternative military service as construction workers 
(Bausoldaten) without bearing weapons introduced 

More open youth policy; new radio station DT 64 proved 

popular with young people 

1964  Fall of Khrushchev   

Cultural reforms announced in 1963 reversed 1965     

 1966  Sinyavski-Daniel trial 21. Who as on 

trial and why? 

  

 1967  1967–82: Andropov’s suppression of 

dissidents  

  

New constitution confirmed leading role of the SED 1968 Prague Spring Rebellion in 

Czechoslovakia 

  

FRG Chancellor Brandt introduced Ostpolitik 22. Define 
Ostpolitik 

1969    

Meetings between FRG and GDR leaders 

End of New Economic System 

1970    

Ulbricht replaced by Honecker as SED leader 

Four Powers’ Agreement on Berlin signed 23. 23. Find 3 

interesting facts about Honecker 

1971    

Basic Treaty between FRG and GDR signed 

Nationalisation of virtually all remaining private 

enterprises 

1972    

First ‘oil shock’ as OPEC countries raise prices 

Housing programme launched 

1973    

GDR revised its constitution to define itself as ‘A Socialist 

State of Workers and Farmers’ rather than a ‘Socialist 

State of the German nation’ 

1974  Solzhenitsyn 

expelled from the 

Soviet Union 

 

Helsinki Final Act agreed 1975 Vietnam War ends   

Wolf Biermann exiled  

New social welfare measures to benefit those with young 

families 

1976    

 1977  Brezhnev’s 

Constitution: Article 

6 confirmed the 

‘leading role’ of the 

Communist Party in 

the political system 

 

Church-state agreement 

Sigmund Jähn was first German in space 

1978    



Germany (from 1949–90 the GDR)  World  Russia 

Second ‘oil shock’ 
Stasi grows to 80,000  

1979    

Church Peace Movement formed 1980 Reagan became President of 

USA 

Solidarity Movement in 

Poland 

  

USSR cuts oil exports to the GDR  

FRG Chancellor Schmidt visited the GDR 

1981 Martial Law imposed in 

Poland 

  

 1982    

 Brezhnev died and was succeeded by 
Andropov 

  

Josef Strauss arranged loans from the FRG 1983     

Honecker’s planned visit to the FRG cancelled 1984  Andropov died and was succeeded by 

Chernenko 

  

 1985  Chernenko died and was succeeded 

by Gorbachev 24. Find 3 

interesting facts about 

Gorbachev 

  

 1986  Gorbachev criticises Brezhnev era at 

Twenty-seventh Party Congress 
Accident at Chernobyl nuclear reactor 

Yeltsin becomes Moscow Party 

Secretary 

  

Honecker visited the FRG 

Peace march 

Stasi raid on the Environmental Library in East Berlin 

1987     

Soviet magazine Sputnik banned in the GDR 

Civil rights activists began prayer meetings at Nikolae 

church in Leipzig 

1988  Nineteenth Party Congress began to 

dismantle one-party rule  

  

May election results claimed to be false by dissidents 

Hungary dismantles its border with Austria: refugee crisis 

New Forum founded 

Monday demonstrations in Leipzig 25. Why were there 

demos in Leipzig? 

Gorbachev visits Berlin for 40th Anniversary of GDR 

Honecker deposed and replaced by Krenz 

Growing demonstrations 

Travel restrictions lifted and Berlin Wall opened 
Chancellor Kohl of the FRG announces ‘Ten-Point Plan’ for 

German reunification 

Politburo resigned and SED renounced its claim to 

leadership 

Round Table talks opened 

1989  Elections of the new Congress of 

People’s Deputies 

Gorbachev elected Chairman of 

Supreme Soviet 

Demonstrations in Tbilisi 

  



Germany (from 1949–90 the GDR)  World  Russia 

Stasi offices ransacked 
CDU-dominated government elected in free elections 

Currency Union 

‘Two-plus-Four talks’ on reunification and NATO 

Newly-created East German Länder join FRG to form 

reunited Germany 

1990  End of Communist Party’s monopoly 
on power  

Yeltsin resigns party membership 

  

 1991  Referendum on union 

Yeltsin elected Russian president 

Novo-Ogarevo process to establish a 

new Union Treaty 
Attempted hard-line coup to remove 

Gorbachev 

Communist Party dissolved 

Georgia declares independence 

Baltic states become independent 

Commonwealth of Independent 

States (CIS) established by Russia, 

Belorussia and Ukraine 

Gorbachev resigns 

USSR dissolved 

  

 


