Psychology A Level Year 12 
Research Methods
Glossary Task:
Create a glossary of the following terms.  Keep this in the back of your folder.
Experimental Hypothesis
Directional Hypothesis
Non-directional Hypothesis
Lab experiment
Field Experiment
Quasi Experiment
Independent Measure Design
Repeated Measures Design
Matched-Pairs Design
Internal Validity
External Validity
Ecological Validity
Application Task:
Read the information about the following experiment and answer the questions that follow
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Q1. Write a non-directional hypothesis for this experiment.
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Q2. Write a null hypothesis for this experiment.
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Q3. What is the design of this experiment?  Use a quote from the text to explain how you know
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Q4. Identify and explain an advantage of using this design for this experiment.
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Q5. Identify and explain a disadvantage of using this design for this experiment. 
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Q6. Should the null hypothesis be accepted or rejected?  Explain your answer. 
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Q7. Identify one way that the experimenter has improved the internal validity of this experiment.
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Q8. Does this study have high or low ecological validity?  Explain your answer.
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A psychologist wanted to see if creativiy is affected by the presence of other
people. To test this he arranged for 30 people to participate in a study that
involved generating ideas for raising funds for a local youth club. Participants
‘were randomly allocated to one of two condiions.

Condition A: there were 15 participants in this condition. Each participant was
placed separately in a room and was given 40 minutes to think of as many ideas
as possible for raising funds for a local youth club. The participant was told to
write down his or her ideas and these were collected in by the psychologist at the
end of the 40 minutes.

Condition B: there were 15 participants in this condition. The participants were
randomly allocated to 5 groups of equal size. Each group was given 40 minutes
o think of as many ideas as possible for raising funds for a local youth club. Each
group was told to write down their ideas and these were collected by the
psychologist at the end of the 40 minutes.

The psychologist counted the number of ideas generated by the participants in
both conditions and calculated the total number of ideas for each condition.

Table 2: Total number of ideas generated in Condition A (when working

alone) and in Condition B (when working in a group)
Condition A Condition &
Working alone | Working in a group
Total number of
ideas generated 1o i
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