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Focusing your project: twenty questions

Questions, Questions

Some descriptive questions:

Wt dotundersond by 7
" Wher e ddoss xappen? @
" What s e oy ol 7

What s the purpose of x7
+ What does x do?
+ What are the characteristics of x?
- How can we categorise x?
- What theories of xare there?
+ What techniques have been used to investigate x7

Some questions o analysis
+ What evidence can we establish for x?
What conclusionscan we draw about  rom tis evidence?
What other interpretations ofx ar there?
- How do the parts of x functon together?
-+ Howis x difeent rom y?
+ Whofwhat causesfsresponsible for x?
- What are the factors that nfuence x7
What are the effects of xon..2
What images represent x,or what does X represent?
+ What general pincpls orrles can we iner from 7
- What i the function of xin  system (such as an organis, an organisation, sociey, an ecosystem, etc)?

Some questions for synthesis/application:
- How does x combine with y?
- What is the likely impact of y on x?
+ What new techniques could be used to investigaterepresent x?
+ What might be the future of x7
What would happen toxf.2
How might we use theory 7 o explain X7
- Overal, what does the lterature conclude about x?

Some questions for evaluatior
- What are the advantages/disadvantages of x?
+ What criteria would be appropriate n order to judge x?
+ 15 x acceptable/fitfor purpose? If so/not, why?
+ What s the best form of x or this purpose?
- lsxbetter thany?

How might x be improved?

I your Extended Project the questions you oo to ask will depend on the main question you want to anser:
For example, you might want o ask feeer questions but make more comparisons (vith alernatives 3. etc).For
a practicl projec, th focus of your questions will e s uch or more o1 the applicaion of techniques and use of
materals as on content ortopc.
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Which project? Mix and match

The best, and most frightening, thing about the Extended
Project is the freedom to choose what you want to

do. Sometimes the thought of free choice can be quite
daunting, but usually there are ways to narrow down

your ideas by thinking about what you want to do in the
future or what you enjoy. This activity will make you think
carefully about which Extended Project is right for you.

By matching people to potential projects based on short
descriptions about their interests, subjects of study and
future ambitions, you will begin to understand how to start
thinking about your own project.

Task 1
Decide which student should select which project and give a reason.

Students

This activity will elp you to,
develop ideas for an Extended
Project by making you think
about some of the factors
that need to be taken into
consideration when choosing
aproject. It willalso help to
begin your thinking about
different ideas for projects.

Project

1. Grace studies English, History and Politcs. She is  keen member of Amnesty International and is:
interested in studying International Relations at universiy.

2.Lydia studies Chemistry, Bology and Geography. She s realy interested in animals and would like to
study Ecology at universty.

3. Ben loves rugby. He studies Biology, PE and History: Ben is unsure whether he wants to go to university so
plans to take a gap year. His father s from South Africa

4.Anna studies Sociology, Politics and Maths. She knows she would lie to do a sociological investigation.

5.Paul studies Art, English Literature and Language and History. He really likes all of his subjects and writes
short storis in his spare time.

6. Ethan loves technology. He studies Business, ICT and Art. He is also interested in fashion and is
considered to have a unique’ fashion sense by his friends.

7.Amina studies Psychology, Communication and Culture and Music. At colege she is part of a group that
fundraises for a local charity and she loves the practical hands on’experiences this gives her

8, Liam studies Maths, English Literature and Dance. He wants to become a professional dancer and is
interested in the hstory of different dance styles.

Task 1 projects
5 Designing 3 website for a vintage' clothes shop
b. Has hip-hop remained true to its roots? Task 2 |
. Witing and ilusrating a chicren’s book.

4. Does racism sl xist in South Afican rugby?
¢

&

Once you have decided which |
profc exch peson sho
ko o e ot
s orechpram g |
resson for achof your s

Is it ever right to priortise wealth over human rights?
Organising a charity ball
Towhat extent do invasive species have a negative effect on a
country and i it ight to kil them?

h. What does ferninism mean to the modern woman?
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Project development: what’s the point?

One of the most important parts of the Extended Project ————
s choosing the right focus and title. Personal experiences
and views, future plans or your favourite author could all
contribute to your project choice, but once you have an idea
where do you go next? What do you do? It is important to
have a clear understanding of where you want your project
to end up and the direction you are going to take to get there.
By making you think about and discuss various different
projects, this activity will help you understand how to
develop a project idea.

4 ity i e you
vty it
et vty
v s g s
e e ot s |
ot usstions you
hesng ot

Task 1 Task 2

In pairs, complete the tasks below for the project ite: Pick a project from the lss below and complete the

Is it time to get rid of the monarchy?'

1. Decide on an appropriate format for the project: a
dissertation/extended essay, investigation/scientific
research report, artefact/exhibition, performance
or other event, giving a reason for your choice.

2. Suggest some improvements to the
title. You might consider
refining the title to give a clearer focus
developing the ttle to alow for more extended work
developing the ttle into a research hypothesis
developing the ttle to allow for analysis
and synthesis of ideas/perspectives at
an appropriate acadeic level
developing the ttle to promote the development
of clear arguments for or against a proposition.

3. Identify some suitable aims and objectives for
the project - what do you want to achieve?

4. Produce alist of the Issues you might need
to research to complete the project.

5. Decide f the project is safe,
practica, ethical, accessible:
Safe: think about any potential hazards.
Practical: think about resources and facilties
Ethicak:think about whether your project
may cause distress, and how you will respect.
people’sright to choose not to be involved.
Accessibl: think about the availabilty of research
material and the breadth of material available.

Extended Project Actvity Pack.

Srought o youby WWW.getrevising.co.uk

tasks opposite. It may be more interesting to select a
title which is of interest to you but not someting you
specalise in

List 1
An anti-racism poster

Are celebrity chefs changing the way we eat?
Are we safeguarding our children?.

The effects of global warming

Lst2
A design for a fashion advertisement

How has the music industry changed since 19607
Impressionism

‘What i a black hole?

List3
A soundirack for a video

Is the media responsible for eating disorders?
A sponsored walk in aid of Cancer Research

Is genetic engineering unethical?

List4

Portrait photography

Who s the best player i the Premier League?
Was the Iraq war fair?

The Amazon and is people

Lists
Choreography

‘What causes a ecession?

Film in Franco's Spain

‘What evidence i there for the Big Bang theory?

Chapter 1
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Getting an idea

Now you've thought about the project format
that is right for you, you need to think about
the project idea. Write down three things

that interest you, for example, you might put
“football or the idea that people have ights’

Gotting an tdoa: fovohart

Select one of your nterests. Can you think
of three potential projects for this interest?
For example if you chose football potential
projects could be about wornen in football
football hooligans or international players
in the premiership. Write down three
potential projects for your chosen interest,

Now write down a reason why you are
interested i the three things you have chosen,
for example, you might be interested in football
because you play it,or in ights’ because you've
talked about it in philosophy or ciizenship.

Develop one of your ideas further by
writing a few paragraphs detailing your
project idea and what it might involve.

‘Thisidea may not end up as your final project
but this is a good way to get started!

Now develop these ideas further,For
each of the three potential projects think.
and make 2 note of the following:
+ The issues, theories or people that
may be involved in the project
+ The practicalty of the idea - will there.
be enough resources available?
+ Are there any risks involved?
+ Do you have the skils for this project?
+ Wil you be able to complete.
itin the time availzble?
- What areas would you need to research?
+ Can you think of a suitable question/title?

e

Finally, you might want to share your
project idea with someone else and
seeifthey have any suggestions that
might help you develop your ideas!

Chaptert roughtoyouty WWW.getrevising.co.uk
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Focusing your project: twenty questions

The central thinking skills that are used and [
assessed in Extended Projects are: The key to a good project is finding a
clear focus and asking the right questions
about the topic you have chosen, This
activity helps you to use different
uestions o descrbesnlse, sytese, |
2pply and evaluate information. It will
help you plan the content and structure |
of your Extended Project o include
all these essential thinking skils.

Describe: give 2 detailed account of something in words
Analyse: study the elements of something: break into
components, make comparisons, consider perspectives, assess
evidence and draw conclusions.

Synthesise: bring different ideas together to make new
combinations and solve new problems.

Apply: 2 type of synthesis in which an idea s used to achieve
an outcome e.g.a theory is used to explain evidence, a
technique s used to produce a result.

Evaluate: make judgements from evidence, assess effectiveness

Theviseman dossn't
v the gt answers, he
poses the gt quesions |

or quality.

These thinking skills work in the logical sequence above: n order to evaluate, you
must first describe and then analyse, synthesise or apply. This sequence can apply at
any stage of the project ~ planing, research, development and review:

Claude Levi-Strauss

Task
1. Chaose a topic you are already famillar with — something concrete and familiar to you will probably work best.
Here are some ideas:

- Comedy - Castles + Skateboarding - State/private education
+ Horror films + Volcanoes + llusions + Britsh pubs

Itis 2 good idea to select a narrow focus within the topic to make the exercise more manageable.For example, you could

choose two specifc films that you are familir ith rather than the whole ‘horor film' genre.

2. Now think of five questions on your chosen topic for each of the thinking skilscategories outlined above (description,
analyss,synthesis/application, evaluation). You should be able to generate at least twenty questions Use the guide
‘Questions, Questions'to help generate more questions f you get stuck

3. Can you give brief answers to allthese questions? If not, you'l need to exclude any you can't answer or do some quick
research before you go any further

4.Study yourlistof twenty questions and use them to develop some ideas for a few different essay questions or ttlesfor
the topic. These should be phrased so that they demand some analyss,synthesis/application and evaluation. For example:

Whichis the most effective parody o the horror film genre: Shaun of the Dead' or ‘Scary Movie'?

This question is evaluative. However, in order o reach the point where you can evaluate effectively, you would first
need to describe the ilms, analyse relevant features ofthe flms such as the parody techniques used and their effcts,
research the views of critcs and synthesise the information you have analysed into a coherent, balanced argument.

5. Using your list of twenty questions to help you, write 2 bullet point or mind map essay plan to answer your question.
Make sure that the plan includes a balance of description, analysis,synthes's, application and evaluation and ask
someone else to check that you have applied the thinking skils terms correctly in your questions.

6.When you are happy that you understand and can give examples of questions for each of the different thinking skils,
you are ready to start generating questions and planning the structure for your own project.
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