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ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
Intent – What do we learn and why? 
 
The Art Department at Chosen Hill aims to be a s�mula�ng and invi�ng place where all 
students feel capable, supported, and challenged, whilst enjoying their learning. The 
intent of teaching art is to enable students to acquire a range of Art and Design skills 
for life. 
 

 
 
 
The study of Art equips students with a range of transferable skills useful in other lessons, the world of work and life. 
Art is an essen�al component in preparing young people for life in the twenty-first century and as a department we 
aim to enable our students to become:  
• Successful independent learners who enjoy learning, understand how to make progress, and achieve to their full 

poten�al.  
• Confident self-managers and team workers who are curious, resilient, and confident in taking crea�ve risks with 

their work.  
• Responsible ci�zens who recognise and appreciate the wider impact art has on the world around them and enables 

them to engage with it in an informed way.  
 
 

“Creativity is intelligence 
having fun.”  

Albert Einstein 
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Implementa�on – How is the curriculum planned? 
 
Our Art curriculum is rich in skills and knowledge and has been collec�vely designed and structured to provide students 
with an exci�ng journey, that explores and responds to the formal Elements, which support all our lessons and themes. 
Throughout various projects the broad spectrum of art, cra�, and design is covered using a range of prac�cal skills, 
including drawing, pain�ng, printmaking, and sculp�ng. Artwork is formed in response to an array of themes and 
subject mater o�en topical and global issues which are of interest to young people. Students are not only taught how 
to use formal elements in their work such as line, tone, colour, space, texture etc, but to also analyse how formal 
elements are used as powerful communica�on tools to create effect. Our Art curriculum is fully supported by visual 
literacy, cri�cal thinking, and the language skills necessary to engage with historical and contemporary contexts, for 
students to develop an understanding as to how these can reflect and shape who we are.  
 
Our Art curriculum has the following core aims:  
• Crea�ve Expression & Personal Voice: Encourage students to explore and express their ideas, emo�ons, and 

perspec�ves through various art forms, finding their unique ar�s�c voice.  
• Art History & Cultural Context: Introduce students to significant art movements, styles, and ar�sts from different 

�me periods and cultures to understand how art reflects and shapes socie�es.  
• Visual Communica�on: Teach students fundamental elements of art (e.g., line, shape, form, colour, texture), 

composi�on, and storytelling to effec�vely convey messages and ideas through their artwork.  
• Ar�s�c Techniques & Media Explora�on: Introduce students to a wide range of art materials and techniques, 

allowing them to experiment and discover their preferred methods of ar�s�c expression.  
• Cri�cal Thinking and Analysis: Encourage students to analyse and interpret artworks cri�cally, developing their 

ability to assess techniques, symbolism, and meaning in both historical and contemporary art, and fostering self-
awareness in their own artwork and that of their peers.  

• Ar�s�c Process and Problem-Solving: Enable students to focus on the ar�s�c process, from idea�on and planning 
to execu�on and reflec�on, nurturing students' problem-solving skills within their ar�s�c endeavours.  

• Collabora�on and Communica�on: Promote teamwork and communica�on skills through group projects and art-
related ac�vi�es, demonstra�ng how art can be a collabora�ve and communal experience.  

 
KS3  
Years 7, 8 and 9 Art students complete baseline ac�vi�es at the start of term 1 that cover drawing, shading and mark 
making skills. Then students complete 2 main projects over the course of the year. Project themes include Na�ve 
American Art of the Northwest Coast, Architecture and Endangered Animal. 
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GCSE Art  
Students begin the GCSE AQA Fine Art course by comple�ng a series of skills-based projects which include drawing, 
printmaking, and pain�ng. These projects serve to equip students with a basic toolbox of skills which they can use, 
develop, and refine in subsequent projects. Within these projects, they learn how to explore and respond to the work 
of other ar�sts, record from observa�on and learn how to annotate and present their work. They are then provided 
with a theme for their main project which takes them right through into Year 11, when they start their Externally Set 
Task (exam) in January.  
 
GCSE Photography  
Students begin the GCSE Photography course by comple�ng a series of skills-based projects which includes camera 
and edi�ng techniques. Most photography projects focus on the Formal Elements, this equips students with a basic 
toolbox of skills which they can use, develop and refine in future projects. Within these projects, they learn how to 
explore and respond to the work of other photographers, take and edit photographs and learn how to annotate and 
present their work. Projects are completed digitally on PowerPoint of physically in a sketchbook, all students create 
physical image manipula�on work. They are then provided with a theme for their main project which takes them right 
through into Year 11 when they start their Externally Set Task (exam) in January.  
 
A Level Art and Photography  
In our sixth form at Chosen we offer both A Level Art and Photography, they are both full 2-year courses with examining 
board OCR.  
 
A level Fine Art  
Students start the course by comple�ng skill building mini projects which cover drawing, pain�ng and printmaking 
techniques in order to refine and develop students’ skills to prepare them for their major project. Students also develop 
research and analysis skills. Work is presented on boards.  
 
Component 1 – Personal inves�ga�on (major project worth 60%). This project starts in Easter in Year 12 and con�nues 
through to the end of January in Year 13. The theme is chosen by the student and is assessed using the 4 OCR Art and 
Design Assessment Objec�ves. Work completed within a sketchbook.  
 
Component 2 – Exam (worth 40%) A choice of themes and star�ng points are provided by OCR and the student will 
have approximately 11 weeks to prepare prep work, this is then followed by a 15 hour (3-day exam).  
 
A level Photography  
Students start the course by comple�ng skill building mini projects which include camera, ligh�ng and both physical 
and digital image manipula�on techniques in order to refine and develop students’ skills to prepare them for their 
major project. Students also develop research and analysis skills.  
 
Component 1 – Personal inves�ga�on (major project worth 60%). This project starts in Easter in Year 12 and con�nues 
through to the end of January in Year 13. The theme is chosen by the student and is assessed using the 4 OCR Art and 
Design Assessment Objec�ves. Work completed within a sketchbook. Or digitally. 
 
Component 2 – Exam (worth 40%) A choice of themes and star�ng points are provided by OCR and the student will 
have approximately 11 weeks to prepare prep work, this is then followed by a 15 hour (3-day exam). 

 

Assessment – How do we assess student understanding? 
 
KS3  
There are many forms of Assessment in KS3 Art. Students receive live verbal feedback from their teachers and peers 
whilst lessons are taking place, allowing them to immediately review, refine and modify their work as it progresses. To 
small groups and individuals’ teachers also use visual, prac�cal demonstra�ons to enable students to grasp challenging 
skills and concepts. All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 receive feedback on specific skills tasks in their sketchbooks and 
when appropriate students are encouraged to self-assess and reflect upon their own work, an important element of 
the crea�ve process in Art lessons.  
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KS4 and KS5  
Students studying GCSE/A Level Art and photography receive constant verbal feedback from their teachers during 
lessons, this method of feedback is impac�ul as it is immediate and live. Students also have 'checklists' which are used 
to track progress of coursework against deadlines, notes are also added to checklists for teacher and self-assessment. 
Students are provided with feedback at key points during skills-based projects, and more in-depth writen feedback at 
the end of each project. Students are marked using the 4 AQA Art and Design Assessment Objec�ves and receive 
'current' and 'most likely grades' at 3 points during the year. GCSE Photography students also receive live feedback and 
comments in their sketchbooks or on their PowerPoint presenta�ons, suppor�ng the student and enabling progress.  

 
Home Learning  
 
Across all key stages home learning is an essen�al part of Art and Photography study and presents opportuni�es to 
extend learning beyond the classroom.  
 
KS3 - Art HW will be set using Class charts and Students are required to complete and upload tasks to this pla�orm. At 
least 2 HW’s will be set each term and should take 30mins to an Hour depending on the task set.  
 
KS4 – GCSE Art and Photography HW will be more varied as at �mes students will be working on individual tasks in 
sketchbooks or digitally on a Power point. In KS4 we would expect 2 hours per week completed outside of lessons. 
Homework will be set using 'Class Charts' and at �mes will be self- directed.  
 
KS5 – A Level HW will be coursework based and so is set in a far more individual way. Students are set tasks with weekly 
targets, in KS5 we would expect students to complete 6 hours of work per fortnight outside of lessons including 
directed study �me. 

 


